
We often state that we live in a consumer society but over the last few years our consumerism 

has shifted away from acquiring stuff to acquiring experiences.  What do we mean by this?  

Well today it is more important to travel to exotic places, to have unique dining experiences, to 

go to concerts and sporting events than it is to have nice silverware or decent furniture.  

While watching the news about the recent economic news out of the United States.  The 

reporter claimed that people are spending.  Despite some of the bad news out there the 

American consumer is spending and as she described what they are buying she actually used 

that word.  People are purchasing experiences.   

The word “experience” is also important to marketing today.  When you use the self check-out 

at Walmart-the screen prompts you to rate today’s shopping experience.  I took my car in for 

service-within minutes of driving away there is the email asking you to comment on the 

experience of their service.  One time I got a call from my bank, with a whole slew of questions 

about my most recent experience at the branch.  “Did the staff do everything possible to make 

sure that my transaction was the best possible banking experience?”  I don’t know about you 

but who talks that way and who cares?    

But it is the way we talk.  Go to Florida and have a Disney experience.  Go on a food tour of 

Tuscany and have a real Italian experience.  Come to church on Christmas eve, listen to the 

Carols, and have an authentic Christmas experience.   

But what is the authentic experience of Christmas?  One of the signs that I have no life is the 

type of books I read.  And a couple years ago I slogged my way trough a several volume work by 

various authors entitled, A History of Christian Spirituality.  In a section discussing the late 

middle ages the author points out a point in history, which is described as a modernizing 

moment, when the "spiritual life becomes a fact of experience valued as such, no longer the 

experience of a fact valued in itself."   

Going back to the pollsters from the bank when they asked their questions the emphasis was 

on my experience.   Although they did not ignore the objective fact of the banking transaction 

they were most concerned with my subjective perception of what had taken place. 

And so, when the spiritual life becomes a fact of experience valued as such what kind of 

questions do we ask?  Well, what does the experience of Christmas mean to me?  When I listen 

to the Gospel for Christmas what do I get out of it?  How does it relate to me? Am I going to 

rate this homily a 1 or a 10?  Did our Mass tonight provide you with the satisfactory experience 

of Christmas?  

But if we think about it for a moment we have maybe found ourselves in the wrong spot here.  

What is Christmas?  It is the birth of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God.  "Good news of 

great joy, for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Christ, the Lord."  God has revealed himself to us.  In Christ God speaks to us.  In Jesus we see 

who God is.   



After listening to the message of the angels today the shepherds go with haste to Bethlehem 

and there they find Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.  What was their 

experience of that event?  Did this scene of poverty, simplicity, humility lead to their overall 

satisfaction with their experience of the message they had received from the angels?  Did it 

meet their expectations of what "News of great joy" meant?  Is this a real God, a real religious 

experience?  

Does it meet my expectations?  If I was there would I have been satisfied with my overall 

experience of the real fact of Christmas?    I would venture to say that for most of us probably 

not.  But maybe we need to understand that they are the wrong questions.  The birth of Christ, 

the incarnation of the Son of God, the revelation of God's Word to us is never relevant to me.  It 

is the other way around.  To be a Christian is to make myself relevant to it.   

 

 


